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Upon him, he would view as quite outworn and meaningless
in his present mental and intellectual status.
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therefore also of miraculous intervention, to either accelerate or to
interrupt their normal action.

In a certain sense they

still are, of
do not know the origin of these elements, the cause of
their being and their action.
But they have ceased to be mysteries

course.

We

and in their regulated workings and manifestaYet it were men of that pre-scientific age who imposed such
creeds and dogmas on us, and devised certain commensurate rites
and ceremonies to be followed faithfully by us as a consequence
of their own immature and erroneous conceptions. And yet we, after
we have studied the natural sciences, including geology and astronomy, have learned the physiology of the human and animal Kingdoms, still persist in accepting without quibble or thought the dogmatic interpretations of our forebears, and follow the rites and
ceremonies, the embodied symbols of these misconceptions, prescribed by these men as a result of these notions. We do so simply
because we are naturally inert and timid, too lazy to think consistently, unable to follow the thread of our thoughts, afraid of the
possible consequence, or both, simply because they have their being
in the abstract realm, a realm full of mysteries and forces that are
in their constituents
tions.
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bevond us, and hence, had better be left alone and not be tampered
with by us, poor, insignificant little beings
Even Socrates, as reported in Plato's Dialogues, said: "If one
does not believe in these" the legends popular among the Greeks
of his day) and he undertakes, in a mood of provincial wisdom,
to interi)ret each one of them in a Natural manner, he zvill need to
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We

have already looked at the people who made
it, and found that they belonged to a different age, the pre-scientific
age, and hence, wanting in capacity to teach our beliefs. Yet, that
outstanding fact does not deter the greater majority of us from
unctuously accepting and repeating the creeds taught us by them.
Charles Darwin, on being asked by a certain Bishop whether

and the gradual development of the species
through natural selection conflicted in any manner with the Christion belief, replied: "none whatever!"

his theory of evolution

But then, Darwin was a naturalist and not a theologian.

Had

he been half as good a theologian as he was a good naturalist he
would have realized that the two could not possibly dwell peacefully

and that if man had not been constitutionally inert in things
abstract, and especially theological things, but had reasoned things
out to their logical conclusion, he would soon realize that there was
no room in the one heart and one mind for the two. For, Darwinism
together,

not only contradicts the story of the

Book

of Genesis, but drives

dogmatic creeds, and especially the Christian, onto the shoals
Unless, like the Buddhists, one
of doubt, to say the very least.
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no room in it for Salvation, for Vicarious

is

Atonement, for the Resurrection, for the Hereafter, for Reward
and Punishment, for the miraculous birth of a Saviour, as well as
the other mainstays of a creed based on an egocentric interpretation of the Universe.

To

the primitive mind, ignorant of the laws of nature and

life.
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a mind to which all phenomena were miracles pure and simple, a
few miracles more or less presented no obstacle, and a faith could be
made to hang securely on them. But the modern mind, steeped in
science, to which all these phenomena have long ceased to be miracles and have become well-detined, and thoroughly understood laws,
balks at the acceptance of any miracles as the basis of its philosophy
of life, its ethics and behavior after it had thoroughly eliminated
the element of miracle from its interpretation of the laws of the
Universe and from its own physical and mental life and being.
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which is as follows. When the spokesmen of the Christian
Church, from the beginnings of the teaching of the new natural
sciences in the days of Galileo and Bruno down to the days of Darwin. \\'allace and Haeckel, were waging war to the finish against
the exponents of these sciences, they were, not at all motivated by
purely obscurantist bigotry but by the far-deeper and all-embracing
They
instinct of self-preservation and the desire for survival.
thought that the human animal was logical and consistent in its
thinking, and hence thought to read the doom of the faith entrusted
to their keeping in the writings and the theories propounded by
They could not foresee the workings
these exponents of science.
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Catholic Church,
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policies, has,

however, placed the works of Darwin on the Index of the books
forbidden to the faithful.
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